[Guide to the purchase of a cardiovascular magnetic resonance scanner: minimum requirements].
Magnetic resonance imaging has become an important and sophisticated tool for non-invasive evaluation of patients with known or suspected cardiovascular disease. These technical capabilities have determined in many hospitals and universities the need for purchasing magnetic resonance scanners capable of executing cardiovascular examinations. Unfortunately, due to the complexity of the devices and the number of different possible hardware and software configurations offered by the vendors, never the choice between one scanner and the other or between one configuration and the other is easy. The aim of this review is to analyze the different components of a magnetic resonance scanner, identifying the minimum hardware and software requirements needed to perform cardiovascular examinations, in order to provide the physician or the hospital administrator interested in buying a scanner with some directions to make an informed choice.